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Module Objectives 

 Describe the options for using IPEDS data  

o Viewing institutional data 

o Generating reports 

o Downloading data files 

 Describe processes for accessing IPEDS data 

 Describe the structure of IPEDS data files 

 Explain how to choose variables for analysis 
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Accessing IPEDS Data from the IPEDS Website 
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Collection Year vs. Data Year 

 Collection Year: Year in which the data 
are collected by NCES during the fall, 
winter, and spring data collection cycle 

 Data Year: Year the data represent, which 
may be prior to the collection year  

 For example, 12-month enrollment 
collected in the fall during the 2014-15 
data collection is for the prior 12-month 
period of July 1, 2013 through June 30, 
2014 

o Collection Year 2014 = Data Year 
2013-14 
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Options for Accessing IPEDS Data 

 Look up an institution: View profiles and 
data reported for a single institution 

 Compare institutions: Download single 
merged data file for a group of 
institutions including up to 250 variables 

 Statistical tables: Create simple 
descriptive statistics (e.g., total, count, 
average, median, standard deviation, 
percentiles) on selected IPEDS 
institutions and variables 

 Survey data (complete or custom files): 

o Each component has multiple 
files; in many cases you’ll need to be able to merge the files together 

o IPEDS UnitID is common across files and can be used for merging 

o Always download the Institutional Characteristics Header file because it 
includes basic directory information 

o Each download includes a Read Files for SPSS, SAS, and STATA 

 Data feedback report: Create reports with pre-determined tables and comparison 
groups for institutions 
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Helpful Shortcuts in IPEDS 

 Save session – allows you to save all institutions and variables you have selected  

 Download and save a group of institutions (.uid file)* 

 Download and save a list of variables (.mvl file)* 

 * You can then upload these back into the system, but you must provide an email address 
and password to become an IPEDS ‘Power User’    
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Select Institutions By Group 

 Several methods are available for creating a system-generated Institution Group 

 

 Additional information about options for using data from the IPEDS website is 
available in the IPEDS data manual 
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Using EZ Groups 

Uses common variables to define institution groups 
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Using NCES-defined Automatic Groups 

 Creates a group of peer institutions for a selected comparison institution 

 Uses pre-defined criteria: 

o Institutional control and level 

o Degree-granting status 

o Title IV status 

o Carnegie classification 

o Geographic region 
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Using Institutionally-defined Saved Groups 

 Creates a group of peer institutions for selected comparison institution 

 Option not available for all institutions 
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Using Variables to Create an Institution Group 

 Select up to 20 variables as criteria for creating an institution group 
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Using Variables to Create an Institution Group (Continued) 

 Select up to 20 criteria variables to create institution group: 

o Browse/Search Variables 

 Browse list of variables and search for variables by name or keyword 

o Choose from My Variables 

 Choose from existing variables previously selected or uploaded 

o Create Derived Variables 

 Derive custom variables from existing variables using addition, 
subtraction, or division 

o Upload Variables 

 Previously saved list of variables 

 Must be a Power User  
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Structure of IPEDS Data Files 

 Single-record files: 

o Contain one row of data for each institution 

o Example: Data downloaded using Compare Institutions 

 Multiple-record files: 

o Contain several rows of data for each institution 

o Example: Data by race/ethnicity and gender in the Fall Enrollment and 
Completions components of downloaded survey or custom data files 
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Sample Multiple Record File 
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Choosing Variables 

Steps for choosing variables: 

1. Select Year 

2. Select Qualifying Variable(s) 
(Only applicable for some 
variables) 

3. Select from the list of variables 
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Choosing Variables (Continued) 

  

  



Getting Started with the IPEDS Data 

Page 9 of 10 

Slide 17 of 20 

Considerations for Choosing Variables 

 Compare Institutions option 

o Limit of 250 variables 

o Need to be selective 

 Analyzing Completions data 

o Three sets of Qualifying Variables under Step 2  

 

o Best to use the Download Survey Data Files option instead of Compare 
institutions option 
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IPEDS Use the Data Help Desk 

IPEDS Use the Data Help Desk 

(866) 558-0658 

ipedstools@rti.org 
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Module Summary  

 Described the options for using IPEDS data 

o Viewing institutional data 

o Generating reports 

o Downloading data files 

 Described processes for accessing IPEDS data 

 Described the structure of IPEDS data files 

 Explained how to choose variables for analysis 
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Module Resources 

 IPEDS Website 

 Use IPEDS Data 

 IPEDS Data Manual 

 IPEDS Use the Data Help Desk: (866) 558-0658, ipedstools@rti.org  
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